
Replacing an autoharp string (Type B)
This is a step by step guide for replacing a missing or broken string on a type "B" autoharp that

uses a ball end string.

Written By: Vickie Bedard
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INTRODUCTION

Autoharp strings can lose tension or break. This guide will demonstrate the steps for replacing a
missing or broken string for a type B autoharp. This is demonstrated on an Oscar Schmidt Educator
Series autoharp, but can be used for any type B autoharp.

TOOLS:
Tuning hammer (1)
Small Needle Nose Pliers (1)
Flush Wire Cutters (1)

PARTS:
Autoharp string (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/Quality-Tuning-Hammer-Wrench-Spanner/dp/B00DVI1O0S
file:///Item/Small_Needle_Nose_Pliers
https://store.ifixit.fr/products/flush-cutter
https://www.amazon.com/Ball-End-Strings-Oscar-Schmidt-Autoharp/dp/B0002LD2WA/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=autoharp+string&qid=1564786094&s=musical-instruments&sr=1-2


Step 1 — autoharp string

 

This is an Oscar Schmidt Educator Series Autoharp. There are two types of strings for autoharps.
This model uses type B strings which have a ball end. My low octave E string is missing.



Low octave E, wound string with ball end.
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Step 2

 

If the string is missing or broken check to see if any remnants remain. Use the pliers to remove any
from the tuning peg. Use the pliers or your fingers to remove any from the bottom. (My string is
completely missing - both ends are clear.)



Tuning peg

Be sure to pick up any pieces that may have fallen on the floor. They are sharp!
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Step 3

  

If the string is missing, as mine is, loosen the tuning peg before installing the new string. With the
tuning hammer, turn the tuning peg counter clockwise (left) 3-1/2 turns. Loosening the tuning peg
will prevent stripping the peg when you tighten the new string and you will not be able to keep the
string in tune.



When replacing a string that is still on the instrument, hold the string as you loosen it. This will
prevent if from snapping and possible causing injury.



Step 4

With tuning hammer, adjust the
tuning peg to a height of 15/16”. If
the peg is too low, it will strip when
installing the new string. Adjust by
turning counter clockwise (left) to
raise the peg or clockwise (right) to
lower the peg.



''Tuning pegs may be different
heights if individual strings have
previously been changed. When
changing a full set of strings, set
all of the pegs to the same height.
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Step 5

  

Now we are ready to install the new string. Attach the ball end of the new string at the base of the
autoharp by slipping it into the appropriate groove. Use the cardboard wedge to hold the string
snugly in place while you continue.



Ball end of string

Step 6

 

Make a loop with the string and slide it between the strings and chord bar. Draw the string across
the bridge pin and past the tuning peg but do not thread through the hole yet.
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Step 7

  

Hold the string taut, run it past the bridge pin and the tuning pin. Measure the length past the
tuning peg. If it is more than 2" to 2-1/4" mark at 2-1/4". Cut excess off with the wire cutter. Do not
let go of the string.



Bridge pin - note the groove where the string sits.

If the wire falls to the floor, pick it up. You do not want to step on it!

Step 8

 

Using the needle nose pliers, bend the end of the string into a hook about 1/4" across.

It looks like a shepherd's hook.
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Step 9

 

Slip the end of the hook through the hole in the tuning peg. The string will go around the top of the
peg on the long side. Once the hook is in the hole, hold the string firmly against the peg with your
index finger.



You may have to turn the tuning peg a bit to align the hole

Step 10

  

Use the tuning hammer to turn the tuning peg clockwise (right). Continue to hold your finger
against the string as you turn the peg. Make sure the string winds below the hole and the rounds
touch but do not cross. As the string becomes taut, check to see that it is aligned across the bridge
pin.



Crossing the rounds on the peg can cause the string to break
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You are ready to make beautiful music on your autoharp!

Step 11

The string should be taut. Now you
are ready to tune the autoharp. Use
the electronic tuner and adjust
tension to the correct pitch. Adjust
pitch by turning the tuning hammer
in small increments. Turn counter
clockwise (left) to lower the pitch
and clockwise (right) to raise pitch.
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