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USB Installation Media Creation

If you are unsure how to write an ISO to a USB...

¥  Rufus

Create bootable USB drives the easy way

& Rufus 3.0.1304

Drive Properties
Device
Ubuntu 18.04 LTS amd64 (H:) [32GB]

Boot selection
ubuntu-18.04-desktop-amdb4.iso v @ SELECT

Partition scheme Target system
MBR o BIOS or UEFI

~ Show advanced drive properties

Format Options

Volume label
| Ubuntu 18.04 LTS amd64

File system Cluster size
FAT32 (Default) ~ 16 kilobytes (Default) b

~ Show advanced format options

Status
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INTRODUCTION

If you are unsure how to write an ISO to a USB flash drive, this guide will show you how to use
Rufus. Many modern systems do not include an internal optical drive and require a USB flash drive
to boot unless you use a USB optical drive. This is especially common on modern laptops as well as
some desktops where it is an option and is not standard. In many cases, using a USB drive is a
more practical workaround for these systems.

Unless your application REQUIRES a DVD, it is generally better to use a USB flash drive that is at
least 16-32GB*.

*An 8GB drive can often be used but you will be cramped on spare drive space for things like files,
drivers, and Linux NF firmware. 8GB drives are generally no longer sold today but may still be sold
in bulk as disposable items. Most of these are no-name drives. If you own it, use it; but the minimum
| would recommend is 16-32GB, with 32GB being the current recommendation as they cost $10 or
less on average now, 16GB drives aren't that much less (~$1-2 cheaper average).

READ: Important note about legacy operating systems.

Important: OSes without USB boot support are not guaranteed to work. While the risk of a
problem is low, results outside of Linux and modern Windows releases are NOT
GUARANTEED.

This guide was originally written just for Linux. However, it can be used with any operating system
that supports USB boot and is not tied to one specific operating system in practice. Since these
operating systems can create unforeseen issues I cannot easily figure out. You are on your
own with these issues.

Guide notes

« If you have a used USB drive, format it outside of Rufus before use.
« This guide is on Revision 3. If you are using Rufus 2.x, refer to Revision 2.

TOOLS:

USB Flash Drive (1)
32GB+
Used to hold the ISO once written to the drive.
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1huW_2PpgR-RZzwKQe0wRlb5ZFsovFSZG
file:///Item/Usb_Flash_Drive

Step 1

— Download Rufus

K4
€  Rufus

Create bootable USB drives the easy way

# Rufus 3.0.1304

Drive Properties

Dewice

Ubuntu 1804 LTS amdé4 (H) (32G8]
Boot selection
ubunty-18.04-desktop-amdsd.iso ~ @ | sEEcT
Parttion scheme

MER =

Targat systam
BICS or UEFI

~ Show advanced drive properties
Format Options

Volume label
Ubuntu 1804 LTS amd64

Fila system
FAT32 (Default) -

Cluster size
16 kilobytes (Default)

~ Shew advanced format aptions

Status

START ClosE

@ w ). » LinwxMint 17
Organize ~

Favorites
i Downloads
<» Recent Places
Bl Desktop

o Libraries

% Documents
4. Music

&, Pictures
B videos

& Computer
& 0SDisk (C)
& Local Disk (Q)

@& Network
1A MARKS-HP
1A MININT-3L690€3
1 XPS8500

|

2 items

Include in library *

Share with ~ Burn New folder

Name

9 linuxmint-17.3-cinnamon-64bit
& rufus-2.10p

& THIS PROCEDURE WILL ERASE YOUR USB DRIVE! IF POSSIBLE, USE A NEW USB

DRIVE.

& If you are reusing an old drive, format it first!

® To write the ISO, download Rufus. Place this somewhere it is easily found.

Step 2

64:bit edition” fs the most popular.

Download links

— Download your ISO

P
s ad hsrs o e Ui
Nocodecs S1Dit 64:bit countries where the legislation allows patents to apply No
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OEM Linux Mint. e
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* Missing codecs and extra applications can be fnstalled with a simple click of the mouse.
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Goparts

James Madison University

Kernelore

‘Opening inwxmint-17.2-cinnamon-64bitiso. —

[ ounme cosntoopen
4 L9 i 17.2-cnmamon-atit o

whichi: 50 Archive (L5 GB)

University of Oklahoma

US Internet

Xission Internet

==

OO)[1 > s

Organize > Includeinlibrary »  Sharewith~  Bum  New folder

S inuxemint-17.3-cinnamon-64bit

& rifus-210p

Favorites
Js Downloads
% Recent Places
I Desitop

3 Libraries
Documents

4 Music

S Pictures

8 videos

& Computer
& OSDisk (C)
& Local Disk (Q)

@ Network
A MARKS-HP
A MININT-3L690E3
A XPS8500

2items

[ 4 [ s

Torrent clients require additional configuration NOT COVERED in this guide.

® After downloading Rufus, download the ISO you want to write to the USB drive.
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https://rufus.akeo.ie/

Step 3 — Locate the ISO

=
@O- | » LinuxMint 17 «[ 44 |[ searcr

Organize ~ Include in library Share with = Burn New folder = v |

Favorites me

% Downloads I E|Iwnuxmi;nrl'.'i—cwnnamcn—édbwtI

25 Recent Places £ rufus-2.10p
Ml Desktop

.| Libraries

*- Documents

<. Music

£, Pictures

B videos Select a file to preview

& Computer
& OSDisk (C)
2 Local Disk (Q2)

@ Network
1A MARKS-HP
1A MININT-3L690E3
1A XPS8500

2 items

Default download location: Windows 7/8.x/10: Downloads

® Plug the USB drive in and select the ISO you want to use.

Step 4 — Writing the ISO file

A If your system has a buggy legacy BIOS, click on "Add fixes for older BIOSes".

® Open Rufus and click SELECT. Find the ISO and click Open.
Rufus will ask you to choose ISO or DD mode. If unsure, choose ISO mode.

After configuring the writing process, click start. Click OK on the formatting warning.

Page 4 of 4



	USB Installation Media Creation
	Written By: Nick
	INTRODUCTION
	READ: Important note about legacy operating systems.
	Guide notes

	TOOLS:
	Step 1 — Download Rufus
	Step 2 — Download your ISO
	Step 3 — Locate the ISO
	Step 4 — Writing the ISO file


