
MacBook Pro 17" Models A1151 A1212 A1229
and A1261 Optical Drive Replacement

Replace the optical drive in your MacBook Pro 17" Models A1151 A1212 A1229 and A1261.
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INTRODUCTION

Upgrade or replace the SuperDrive.

TOOLS:
Phillips #00 Screwdriver (1)
Spudger (1)
T6 Torx Screwdriver (1)

PARTS:
12.7 mm PATA 8x SuperDrive (UJ-875)

(1)
MacBook Pro 17" (Models A1151/A1212)

SuperDrive Cable (1)
MacBook Pro 17" (Model A1229)

SuperDrive Cable (1)
MacBook Pro 17" (Model A1261)

SuperDrive Cable (1)
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file:///Store/Tools/Phillips-00-Screwdriver/IF145-006
file:///Store/Tools/Spudger/IF145-002
file:///Store/Tools/T6-Torx-Screwdriver/IF145-004
http://www.amazon.com/Panasonic-UJ-875-Loading-Recorder-Optical/dp/B00GM82WGE/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1407871128&sr=8-3-fkmr0&keywords=12.7+mm+PATA+8x+SuperDrive+UJ-875
https://www.ebay.com/sch/i.html?_from=R40&_trksid=m570.l1313&_nkw=MacBook+Pro+17%2522+A1151+A1212+SuperDrive+Cable&_sacat=0
file:///Store/Mac/MacBook-Pro-17-Inch-Model-A1229-SuperDrive-Cable/IF187-064
https://www.ebay.com/sch/i.html?_from=R40&_trksid=m570.l1313&_nkw=MacBook+Pro+17%2522+A1261+SuperDrive+Cable&_sacat=0


Step 1 — Battery

Use your fingers to push both
battery release tabs away from the
battery and lift the battery out of the
computer.



Step 2 — RAM Shield

Remove the four identical Phillips
3.4 mm screws from the memory
door. These screws have 4 mm



MacBook Pro 17" Models A1151 A1212 A… Draft: 2013-10-16Guide ID: 321 -

This document was generated on 2022-04-16 06:53:01 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 11



diameter heads rather than the 3
mm heads on the body screws.

Step 3

Lift the memory door up enough to
get a grip on it, and slide it toward
you, pulling it away from the casing.



Step 4 — Upper Case

Remove the three Phillips screws in
the battery compartment near the
latch. Apple was nice enough to tilt
these screws at a slight angle to
make them easier to remove. On the
A1261 these screws have 4 mm
diameter heads rather than the 3
mm heads on the body screws.


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Step 5

Remove the following six screws:

Two 14.5 mm T6 Torx screws on
either side of the RAM slot.



Four 3.4 mm Phillips screws
along the hinge.



Step 6

Remove the four 3.4 mm Phillips
screws on the port side of the
computer.


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Step 7

Rotate the computer 90 degrees and
remove the two Phillips screws from
the rear of the computer.



Step 8

Rotate the computer 90 degrees
again and remove the four Phillips
screws from the side of the
computer.


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Step 9

Do not yank the upper case off
quickly. The case is attached to the
logic board via a ribbon cable.



Lift up the back of the case and
work your fingers along the sides,
freeing the case as you go. Once
you have freed the sides, you may
need to rock the case up and down
to free the front of the upper case.



Step 10

Disconnect the trackpad and
keyboard ribbon cable from the logic
board.



Remove the upper case.
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Step 11 — Optical Drive

Disconnect the orange SuperDrive
ribbon cable from the logic board,
removing tape as necessary.



Step 12

Remove the following three screws:

Two black 4 mm T6 Torx screws
on either side of the SuperDrive.



One 8.7 mm silver (black in some
models) T6 Torx screw at the
back of the drive near the
speaker.


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Step 13

Use one hand to pull back the
speaker cable and use your other
hand to lift the optical drive up and
out of the computer.



If you have a CD or any other object
jammed in your optical drive, we
have an optical drive repair guide.



Step 14 — Optical Drive

Remove the single Phillips screw
securing the mounting bracket to the
left side of the optical drive.


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Step 15

Rotate the drive and disconnect the
orange ribbon cable from the optical
drive.



Step 16

Remove the two Phillips screws
securing the mounting bracket to the
rear of the optical drive.


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 17

Rotate the drive and remove the
single Phillips screw securing the
mounting bracket to the right side of
the optical drive.



If you purchased an optical drive
without mounting brackets, simply
transfer the three silver metal
brackets and orange ribbon cable to
your new optical drive.



If you have a CD or any other object
jammed in your optical drive, we
have an optical drive repair guide.


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