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INTRODUCTION

If you ever spilled soda all over your MacBook's keyboard and need to clean the keys, you should
follow this guide. This does not apply to the newer Macbook pros and airs because they use different

key mechanisms.

TOOLS:

1.5 mm Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Spudger (1)

Compressed Air (1)

Q-Tips (1)
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https://www.ifixit.com/products/mako-driver-kit-64-precision-bits
https://www.ifixit.com/products/spudger
http://www.amazon.com/CRC-Compressed-Air-Duster-05185/dp/B0002JMCEQ/ref=sr_1_6?s=automotive&ie=UTF8&qid=1407345044&sr=1-6&keywords=compressed+air
http://www.amazon.com/Q-tips-Cotton-Swabs-500-Count/dp/B00005304H/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1370479101&sr=8-2&keywords=q-tips
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Step 1 — How to Replace or Clean a Macbook Key

]

e Stick your finger underneath the
key. Gently pry it up.

@ You may need a spudger or flathead
screwdriver to remove the key.

Step 2

e Now, carefully use your spudger or
small flathead to, very gently, pry up
the key mechanism, being careful
not to damage it.

@ You should now clean the key using
a Q-tip, and taking the key and
mechanism and put it in water and
dry it out. It's not too hard to put the
mechanism back together again. Or
use a can of compressed air.
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Step 3

e Once you have removed and
cleaned the key (or have not
cleaned) take a close look at the
key. There is a big hook on the right
side, and two smaller hooks on the
top left and bottom left.
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Step 4

e Now what you want to do, is hold
the mechanism flat side up. Put the
mechanism into the hook on the
right side. A spudger or small
flathead might help.

Step 5

e Now pop in the two pins on the
bottom left and top left into their
hooks using a small spudger or
flathead.

This document was generated on 2022-12-29 03:10:54 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 6



How to Replace or Clean a Macbook Key Guide ID: 20486 - Draft: 2022-12-27

Step 6

e Now, take the key cap and pop it
back on the computer.

(@) When you put the key back on,
press it a few times to make sure the
mechanism doesn't come out.

e Now test the keyboard, verifying that
everything works.

That was the guide on how to clean the keys on a MacBook.
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