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Moleskine Journey Travel Light Teardown

My moleskine journey travel light won't charge...
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INTRODUCTION

My moleskine journey travel light won't charge anymore. | wanted to open it up to see if | could
replace the battery. That might actually be possible, but since my soldering skills are zero, I'll leave
that to somebody else. | couldn't find any information on how to fix this device, so I'll share my

findings - hope it comes in useful for someone!

TOOLS:

Phillips PHOOO Screwdriver (1)
Precision Utility Knife (1)
Spudger (1)

Small Chain Nose Pliers (1)
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https://www.ifixit.com/products/phillips-000-screwdriver
https://www.ifixit.com/products/precision-utility-knife
https://www.ifixit.com/products/spudger
https://www.amazon.com/Jewelry-Pliers-Shynek-Wrapping-Supplies/dp/B07ZGFK411/ref=sr_1_3?crid=MGXSMIOVU34G&keywords=Small+Chain+Nose+Pliers&qid=1672157790&sprefix=small+chain+nose+pliers%252Caps%252C64&sr=8-3
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Step 1 — Removing the light cover

@ The back of the case seems to be pretty well sealed, so | start opening it on the front.

e | insert a paper cutter in the narrow gap between the white light cover and the casing and gently
pry upwards. Any other very thin opening tool should work as well.

e Turns out the light cover is only lightly adhered and clicks off easily enough. | proceed along all
four edges, gently prying upward, and soon the cover is removed.
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Step 2 — Trying to remove the circuit board

@ The circuit board is held down by two small Phillips screws.

e Using a PHOO0O screwdriver, | remove them. They are pretty soft and the material wants to give in
to the driver, but by pressing down firmly while turning the screwdriver | manage to remove them
without damaging the heads too much.

@ The circuit board's corners are tucked under the case. More prying with my paper cutter gets the
top two corners out.

e I'm careful around the top because that's where the on/off switch is located, so there might be
some cables there that | don't want to damage. | only pry close to the corners and avoid the centre
of the top edge.

e And | was right - when | manage to open the gap between circuit board and case further, there's
the cable.
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Step 3

e The lower part of the circuit board seems to extend quite a bit underneath the casing. So instead of
prying, | pull - to no avail.

o | try with a small set of pliers to get a better grip, grabbing the board by a corner so as not to
damage the circuitry. | manage to get the board out a bit further, but then it's stuck and | soon see
why: The USB charging port is caught on the casing.

o If I don't want to risk tearing it off or at least damaging it, | can't proceed this way.
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Step 4 — Trying to open the case from the back

o | use the paper cutter to slice through the welded seams on the back. It's a messy affair, but |
actually make some progress.

e Atthe bottom, near the ball joint, the seams are easier to slice, and eventually, the knife breaks
through the surface even on one of the straight edges.

o | thought I might be able to cut the case open now, but in some places, the knife simply won't get
through. After more than half an hour's slicing, | give up.
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Step 5 — Removing the circuit board

@ The device is in such a state by now that | decide it doesn't matter any more if | break the charging

port. After all, what good is a travel light that can't travel because it only works when connected to
a charger?

@ So | take the pliers to the circuit board again and apply some brute force. | pull and jiggle, changing
the angle a few times and eventually, the board comes out.

@ Some cables are torn in the process, but it looks like someone with soldering skills could fix that.
The charging port looks unharmed.

cable for the on/off switch

one battery cable
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Step 6
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@ Just the battery pack to remove now. It's only lightly adhered and comes out with just one pry with
a spudger.

o Final verdict? This light is definitely not meant to be taken to pieces. Also, I'm not impressed with
the quality of the components. Those screws, soft like butter! And why did they have to weld it
shut, couldn't they have used screws to attach the back plate?

@ About the only repair-friendly feature is the very mild adhesive used to hold battery and light cover
in place. Considering the price tag of this light however, all in all the insides are disappointing.
Which is unfortunate, because while it worked, it was the perfect reading light.
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