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How to Repair Automobile Scratches & Paint
Chips

This guide will show you how to repair small scratches and chips on your automobile's paint job.
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INTRODUCTION

Has your car's paint job been chipped or scratched off? This guide will teach you how to repair these
small issues yourself.

Paint chips are an unfortunate yet inevitable part of owning an automobile. Though these do not
impede the function of your car, they can be a major eyesore and even depreciate the car’s resale
value. Thankfully, there are a number of easy ways to fix these blemishes, such as using a paint pen
or spray paint. This guide, however, will focus on using liquid paint and clear coat to repaint the
affected area. This method produces better results at a slightly higher cost for materials.

Using liquid paint generally looks better in the long run, but it is more difficult to apply than a paint
pen. You may want to try painting a less visible blemish first to get a feel for how much paint to use
and how to spread the coat evenly.

TOOLS: PARTS:
Small sized paintbrush (2) Custom Color Car Paint (1)
Typically included with paint & clear coat. Dupli-Color Perfect Match Automotive
All-Purpose Sponge (1) Protective Clear Coat (1)
Bucket (1) Wax/Grease Remover (1)
220 Grit Sandpaper (1)
Towel (2)

This document was generated on 2022-06-04 11:13:57 PM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 2 of 8


https://www.amazon.com/Prang-Hobby-Paint-Assorted-94005/dp/B002GSJOII/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1472899395&sr=8-3&keywords=small+paint+brush+set
http://www.amazon.com/QEP-70005-36-XL-All-purpose-sponge/dp/B001B0GQHO/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1443047297&sr=8-4&keywords=large+sponge
http://www.amazon.com/Leaktite-744456-1-Gallon-Plastic-Container/dp/B000VBC4UM/ref=sr_1_1?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1403649977&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Liyafy-Sandpaper-Buffing-Diamond-Polishing/dp/B07SYGHXNB/ref=sr_1_5?crid=12GCESD9XSLHB&dchild=1&keywords=220+grit+sandpaper&qid=1623260774&sprefix=220+grit%252Caps%252C244&sr=8-5
https://amzn.com/B002S52ZJ4
file:///Item/Custom_Color_Car_Paint
file:///Item/Dupli-Color_Perfect_Match_Automotive_Protective_Clear_Coat
file:///Item/Wax_Grease_Remover
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Step 1 — How to Repair Automobile Scratches & Paint Chips

@ Check the inside of the driver's side
door to find the manufacturer's paint
code.

(@) This sticker can be found directly
next to the VIN number.
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Step 2

e Fill a medium-sized bucket with
warm water and a small amount of
soap.

@ A little soap goes a long way.
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Step 3

e Use soapy water and sponge to wash the car.

e Rinse off the soap with a water hose.

Step 4
e Use a clean towel to dry the freshly
washed car.

o Make sure the area is completely
dry before continuing.
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Step 5

e Use sandpaper to buff out
scratches. Start from 150 and
continue until 400 grit.

(@) This levels out the area so the paint
will be applied evenly.

e Use a small amount of grease remover and a cloth to clean any wax from the area.
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Step 7

e Starting with a small amount of paint, apply the first coat of paint to the scratched area.
(@) Use as little paint as possible to prevent clumping.

e Wait 15-20 minutes for the coat to fully dry before continuing.
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Step 8

o If necessary, apply a second coat of paint to the area.
@ This may be necessary for deep scratches or chips.

e Wait 15-20 minutes before continuing.

e Continue to reapply if needed.

Step 9

@ Use the small paintbrush to apply clear coat over the freshly dried paint.

e Wait 10-15 minutes for the clear coat to dry.
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Step 10

e Give your car a quick look over to
ensure you got every spot.

e If you missed a spot, no worries.
Just go through this guide again.

e Now your car is as good as new!

After the clear coat has dried, your car’s paint job should be looking like it did the day you drove it off the
lot!
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