
2011-2015 Kia Optima Headlight Bulb
Replacement

This guide will cover replacing the headlight bulb in a 2011-2015 Kia Optima; useful if your lights
went out or you're looking to install brighter lights.

Written By: Jackson Welsh
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INTRODUCTION

This guide provides the steps required to replace the headlight bulbs of a 2011-2015 Kia Optima
LX/EX/SX.

Dim or burnt-out headlights are a safety risk to you and others, and it can be illegal to drive in the
dark without them. Replacing the headlights allows you to remove non-functioning headlights and
replace them with working ones or replace dim lights with significantly brighter lights, enabling you to
see clearer while driving at night.

Before beginning this repair, turn off the car, engage the parking brake, and disconnect the battery.

TOOLS:
Utility Work Gloves (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/Ironclad-General-All-Purpose-Performance-Washable/dp/B00004XOH8/ref=sxin_12?asc_contentid=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&asc_contenttype=article&ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B00004XOH8&cv_ct_cx=automotive+gloves&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_we=asin&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-earns-comm&dchild=1&keywords=automotive+gloves&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B00004XOH8&pd_rd_r=e2f9f960-7161-48bb-b751-30def6fcd9c3&pd_rd_w=JlAJx&pd_rd_wg=5LeGm&pf_rd_p=f8108e8c-9dee-4dc9-af6c-073db3c1eea1&pf_rd_r=W1DRV20XCV3F334E4AM2&qid=1626460212&sr=1-1-a3cc9a7a-2f07-46dc-8259-ac02200376a0&tag=gearpublish-20


Step 1 — Headlight Bulb

  

Pull the hood lever inside the driver's side footwell.

Pull the hidden latch under the hood.

While pulling the latch, lift up on the hood.

The hidden latch can be found slightly to the right of the Kia logo.

Make sure to lift the hood all the way up. Failure to do so will cause it to slam shut. The hood is
hydraulic and is locked into place when it can't be pushed any higher.


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Step 2

 

Twist the weather cap counter-clockwise and remove it.

There are two weather caps on either side of the car. Make sure to remove the one closest to the
side of the car, as the interior caps are for high beams.



Step 3

Rotate the bulb assembly counter-
clockwise.



Remove the bulb assembly to
access the wiring and harness.


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Step 4

Squeeze the fins on either size of
the bulb connector.



Pull the bulb away from the
connector.



You may have to wiggle the bulb a
little bit or apply some force to fully
disconnect it.



Step 5

Plug the new bulb into the wires.

The bulb is fully connected when
you hear a click.



If installing LED headlights, the
wiring is polar and will only work in
one orientation. After connecting,
verify that the light turns on as you
expect. If it doesn't, flip and reattach
the connector.


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Step 6

Align and insert the now-connected
bulb into the headlight slot.



Turn the bulb clockwise to lock it into
place.



The bulb is locked in place when it
can't be pulled straight out of the
headlight. You'll need to make sure
the fins on the bulb are properly
aligned to the fixture.


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