
How To Fix A Frayed Buttonhole
How to repair a frayed buttonhole on your jeans.

Written By: Adina Asif

How To Fix A Frayed Buttonhole Draft: 2021-05-24Guide ID: 140151 -

This document was generated on 2021-06-06 01:55:06 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 6



INTRODUCTION

A buttonhole is basically an opening in the fabric which the button can slip through. With excessive
use the fabric will wear and fray, destroying the buttonhole. Even non-fraying fabrics like felt will
stretch and show wear with a lot of use. Binding the fabric edge protects the fabric and creates a
strong opening for the button to pass through again and again.

Frayed buttonholes are caused by excessive use of washing or resulting in the fabric wearing out or
getting tattered. This also leads to the buttons popping out at the slightest provocation. Follow this
guide to repair the buttonhole of your denim or other clothing item.

TOOLS:
Seam Ripper (1)
Hand Sewing Needle (1)
Thread (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/Clover-463-Seam-Ripper/dp/B000YZ8MVU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1346440445&sr=8-1&keywords=seam+ripper
https://www.amazon.com/SINGER-Large-Needles-Magnetic-Card-12/dp/B002I35QMO/ref=sxin_0_ac_d_rm?crid=2D44X2L0TRTDM&keywords=sewing+needles+hand&pd_rd_i=B002I35QMO&pd_rd_r=7dfc4a4d-85d9-4fa9-bae0-e641c5d5fa59&pd_rd_w=TG8zg&pd_rd_wg=IkY1h&pf_rd_p=91b604bb-c371-4573-970f-bed68a552852&pf_rd_r=14CZ6X5JHRAM9W311PP0&qid=1559661764&s=gateway&sprefix=sewing+needle%252Caps%252C148
http://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=12899561


Step 1 — How To Fix A Frayed Buttonhole

  

With a seam ripper, carefully remove all the threads from the frayed buttonhole.

Step 2

Find a thread that closely matches
the thread on the pants.


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Step 3

  

Holding the fabric right-side up with the buttonhole horizontal, begin stitching at the edge.

Start from the inner side.

Be cautious of your hand placement when pushing the needle through the fabric.

Step 4

  

The needle should be on the front side.

Put the needle in between the layers of fabric and pull it through towards the inner side, securing
the fabrics together.


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Step 5

  

The needle is on the inner side.

Pull the needle through the buttonhole towards the other side.

Do not put the needle through the fabric.

Step 6

 

Continue making buttonhole stitches along the side of the buttonhole.

Keep the stitches close together.

How To Fix A Frayed Buttonhole Draft: 2021-05-24Guide ID: 140151 -

This document was generated on 2021-06-06 01:55:06 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 6



This guide should be easy to anybody with sewing experience, and if you don’t have sewing experience,
then this guide should be a good beginners guide on how to get familiar with sewing.

Step 7

  

On the back side, tie a knot to seal the thread.

Step 8

 

After sealing the knot, the button should fit into the buttonhole.
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