
How to Remove a Wheel Lock Without a Key
Remove a car wheel lock without a key using a 12-point socket

Written By: Hesham Annamer

How to Remove a Wheel Lock Without a … Draft: 2020-12-16Guide ID: 137266 -

This document was generated on 2021-01-14 08:48:25 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 6



INTRODUCTION

If you have a wheel lock (wheel nut lock) on your car or truck wheel and do not have a wheel lock
key, use this guide to remove the wheel lock.

A wheel lock is used to fasten the wheel on your vehicle, as a regular wheel nut would, but uses a
part-specific key to unlock it. It is common to lose a wheel lock key. The wheel lock key can be
removed manually.

Before beginning, make sure your vehicle is on a flat surface and all wheels are level. Make sure to
have your emergency brake (parking brake) on as well.

TOOLS:
Socket Set (1)
Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Hammer (1)
Spoon Tire Iron (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-92-824-Chrome-Etched-69-Piece/dp/B000KE6E1U/ref=sr_1_1?rps=1&ie=UTF8&qid=1472235452&sr=8-1&keywords=socket+set&refinements=p_85%253A2470955011%252Cp_72%253A2661618011
file:///Store/Tools/6-in-1-Screwdriver/IF145-067
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
https://www.walmart.com/ip/3Pcs-Spoon-Motorcycle-Tire-Iron-Changing-Rim-Protector-Tool-Combo-Lever-Set-Tire-Repail-Tool/660553284?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=7728&adid=22222222227069711652&wmlspartner=wmtlabs&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=177006416082&wl4=pla-280568141227&wl5=9033692&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=115059135&wl11=online&wl12=660553284&wl13=&veh=sem


Step 1 — Wheel Lock

  

Clean the wheel lock to make sure there is no debris on the surface of the lock.

Step 2

 

Find a 12-point socket that barely fits over the wheel lock.

The socket should not be loose enough to revolve around the wheel lock.
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Step 3

 

Hold the socket in place.

Use a hammer to hit the socket until it is tight around the lock.

Gloves are recommended to prevent hand injury.
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Step 4

 

Unscrew the socket using the socket wrench.

Turn left to loosen. If you cannot turn the wrench easily, get a longer wrench for more torque.

Step 5

  

Now that the wheel lock is off, it will be stuck to the socket.

Insert the screwdriver into the square-opening on top of the socket.

Hit the top of the screwdriver with the hammer a few times until the lock falls out of the socket.

How to Remove a Wheel Lock Without a … Draft: 2020-12-16Guide ID: 137266 -

This document was generated on 2021-01-14 08:48:25 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 6



Step 6

  

Grab a regular wheel nut.

Screw on the wheel nut by hand.

Use the tire iron to tighten the wheel nut.
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