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         Introduction

         Change the oil in your Accord and keep the engine running strong. This procedure is correct for all 1998-2002 Accord models equipped with the 2.3L inline 4-cylinder engine.
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            Since the jacking location on the Accord isn't large enough to fit both a jack and a jack stand, you must raise the car by placing the jack on the front subframe.

      

   
      	
      



            Place a jack on the round portion of the front subframe on the driver side of the car, just inside the wheel and just outside of the front sway bar bushing.

      

   
      	
      



            Raise the car until you have enough room to work comfortably underneath it.

      

   
      	
      



            Place a jack stand under the front jacking location, the reinforced metal part of the vertical crossbeam, and lower the car onto the jack stand. Remove the jack from under the car.

      

   
      	
      



            Never work under a car that is only supported by a jack. The jack may slip or fail, resulting in serious injury or death.
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            Use a box end wrench to loosen the 17 mm hex oil drain plug located at the back of the oil pan, facing the rear of the car. Only use the wrench for about a half turn.

      

   
      	
      



            Position an oil drain pan underneath the drain plug and loosen the drain plug by hand until it is free and oil begins to flow out of the oil pan.

      

   
      	
      



            Watch the draining oil for shiny specks. Metal flakes in your oil could indicate a serious problem inside your engine.
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            While the oil is draining, wipe down the drain plug with a clean rag or towel and remove the drain plug gasket.

      

   
      	
      



            Replace the drain plug gasket with a new one, making sure that the new gasket fits over the threads and sits against the head of the bolt.
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            Wipe the area on the oil pan around the drain plug hole with a clean rag or towel.

      

   
      	
      



            Reinstall the drain plug and tighten it with a box end wrench until it is snug.

      

   
      	
      



            Do no over-tighten the drain plug. Doing so may strip the threads or crack the oil pan. You can always go back later and tighten it more, if need be.
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            The engine oil filter is located on the back of the engine, almost directly above the drain plug.

      

   
      	
      



            Move the oil drain pan so that it is underneath the oil filter.

      

   
      	
      



            Unscrew the oil filter by turning it counterclockwise until it comes free of the threads on the engine. Remove the filter with the open end facing up (it still has oil in it), and then place it face down into the oil drain pan.

      

   
      	
      



            If the oil filter is too tight to remove by hand, use an oil filter wrench to loosen it about 3/4 of a turn.
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            Make sure you are wearing clean gloves, then dip your finger into the new oil and evenly rub a thin layer of oil around the rubber gasket of the new oil filter.

      

   
      	
      



            Use a clean rag or towel to wipe down the oil filter threads and contact area on the engine.

      

   
      	
      



            Use your hand to screw the new filter back into place over the oil filter threads. Hand-tighten it until it is snug.

      

   
      	
      



            Remove the oil drain pan and any other tools from underneath the car.
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            Use the jack to raise the car off of the jack stand, then remove the jack stand.

      

   
      	
      



            Slowly lower the jack until the car no longer rests on it. Then remove the jack from underneath the car.
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            Pull on the hood release lever just inside the passenger door to pop the hood.

      

   
      	
      



            Locate the hood release latch under the hood. Use one hand to press up on the latch while you lift the hood.

      

   
      	
      



            Insert the hood prop rod into the hole in the hood marked with an arrow.
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            Locate the oil filler cap on the engine.

      

   
      	
      



            Twist the cap counter-clockwise and remove it from the oil filler hole.

      

   
      	
      



            Insert a funnel into the oil filler hole to prevent spills when adding new oil.
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            Pour 5 quarts of 5W-30 oil into the funnel.

      

   
      	
      



            Make sure to use 5W-30 oil. Though using slightly different grades will work, it is best to use the type stated in your owner's manual.

      

   
      	
      



            Screw the oil filler cap back in place.
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            Locate and remove the orange-ringed dipstick.

      

   
      	
      



            Wipe down the dipstick with a rag or towel to remove oil and ensure a valid reading.

      

   
      	
      



            Reinsert the dipstick all the way, then remove it.

      

   
      	
      



            Oil should cover the end of the dipstick, up to the second hole. The top hole is the maximum oil level, and the bottom is the minimum.

      

   
      	
      



            Your reading may seem a little high after adding 5 quarts of oil, but oil has not yet seeped into all the nooks and crannies. For a more accurate reading, start the car, drive it around for a bit, park on a flat surface, then retake the reading.

      

   
      	
      



            You can add or remove oil as you see fit.
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            Lift the hood enough to allow you to lower the hood prop rod back down into its resting location.

      

   
      	
      



            Slowly lower the hood.

      

   
      	
      



            Push down firmly on the hood to secure it in place.
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            Allow 12-24 hours for all of the oil to drain out of the old oil filter.

      

   
      	
      



            Take your old oil and filter to a recycling facility. Most auto parts stores and repair shops accept these at no charge to you. In addition, some cities and/or counties have a service where they will collect used oil and filters from your home. For more information, see the American Petroleum Institute's web page on used motor oil collection and recycling.
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